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It is different with Mr. Chamberlain or M. Daladier.
They have their Parliaments and Chambers to please. They
have parties to confer with. They cannot maintain them-
selves on a perpetual war footing, if their language is to
have a democratic  accent  about  it.
Science of war leads one to dictatorship pure and
simple. Science of non-violence can alone lead one to pure
democracy, England, France and America have to make
their choice.  That is the challenge of the two dictators.
Russia is _out of the picture just now. Russia has a
dictator who dreams of peace and thinks he will wade to
it through a sea of blood. No one can say what Russian
dictatorship   will  mean   to   the   world.
It was necessary to give this introduction to what I
want to say to the Czechs and through them to all those
nationalities which are called 'small9 or 'weak'. I want to
speak to the Czechs because their plight moved me to the
point of physical and mental distress, and I felt that it
would be cowardice on my part not to share with them the
thoughts that were welling up within me. It is clear that
the small nations must either come or be ready to come
under the protection of the dictators or be a constant
menace to the peace of Europe. In spite of all the good-
will in the world England and France cannot save them.
Their intervention can only mean bloodshed and destruc-
tion such as has never been seen before. If I were a Czech,
therefore, I would free these two nations from the obligation
to defend my country. And yet I must live. I would not
be a vassal to any nation or body. I must have absolute
independence or perish. To seek to win in a clash of arms
would be pure bravado. Not so, if in defying the might
of one who would deprive me of my independence I refuse
to obey his will and perish unarmed in the attempt. In so
doing, though I lose the body, I save my soul, i.e. my
honour.
This inglorious peace should be my opportunity. I
must live down the humiliation and gain real independence.
^  But says a comforter, " Hitler knows no pity.   Your
spiritual effort will avail nothing before him."

